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Introduction: Charter Schools Indicators 

a report from the University of Southern California 



More charter schools - specifically, more high-quality charter schools - are a cornerstone of the 
Obama administration's $4 billion Race to the Top initiative. By encouraging choice and competi- 
tion within the public school system, the administration hopes to improve student achievement in 
the United States. 


One stipulation of RTT funding is that states must have a charter school law in place and no limit 


or cap on the number of allowable charter schools - prompting aggressive lobbying campaigns in 
many states to change charter school policies in order to qualify for the competition. 

Charter School Indicators-USC, an initiative of the University of Southern California Center on 
Educational Governance, shows policymakers and education leaders that data matter: that deep 
analysis is fundamental to school improvement. In an era where states stockpile crucial data, 
many states, districts and schools don't have the expertise or capacity to leverage that data to 
make strategic decisions. 

CSI-USC continues to make sense of what the California statewide data system provides. The 
fourth annual report, CSI-USC 2010 gauges multiple measures of academic and financial perfor- 
mance, probing well beyond mere test scores. Ratings in familiar green, yellow and red cover 
four areas: financial resources and investment, school quality, student performance and academic 
productivity. 

This year's major innovation - CSI-USC Interactive, our online searchable database - allows users 
to compare the performance of individual charter schools overtime or the performance of groups 
of charter schools to one another. Consult CSI-USC Interactive at http://www.usc.edu/cegov/. 

As in last year's report, CSI-USC 2010 highlights California's individual charter schools; offers 
statewide comparisons of charter and district-run schools; and defines data-based trends. 

In response to - and in spite of - fiscal distress and budgetary cutbacks in most public schools, 
charter schools continue to improve their overall fiscal health. Teacher qualification in charters 
continues to make steady improvement, although it still lags behind non-charters. 

For charter schools, API and AYP haven't fluctuated much over time. Their Academic Momentum 
Index started out fast but has slowed, although this year shows a slight improvement over last 
year. Most notably, charter schools have seen major improvements in their ability to reclassify 
English Learners to fluent-English-proficient over the last five years. 

CSI-USC 2010 expands what we know about the performance of California charter schools, while 
CSI-USC Interactive increases the accessibility of information to policymakers, educators and par- 
ents. Taken together, the Center's information systems offer a model for other states confronting 
the challenge of promoting the growth of charter schools, the increase of their quality and school 
accountability: all goals of the Obama administration. 


The CSI-USC Research Team 
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Charter Schools Indicators - USC 

transforming data into knowledge 



Financial Resources and Investment 
School Quality 
School Performance 
Academic Productivity 


CSI-USC 2010 


A 

Key Indicators 


USC Center on Educational Governance 



State of California Database 



California Public Schools 
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Understanding the Charts 


Financial Resources and Investment 

The Financial Indicators are calculated for charter schools only. To be Included in CSI-USC, charter schools must report their financial data 
separately from the financial data of their district. 


Each column represents one year of data. 

Each color represents a range of values 
used in calculating the scores for 
the financial indicators. 


n = the number of charter schools with the 
data necessary to be included in this ranking 



2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 

n= 173 n= 205 n= 252 n= 276 n= 318 n=350 


School Quality, School Performance, Academic Productivity 

All California public schools with available data are Included in the calculation of these indicators. 


Each column represents one year of data. 


Rankings for all schools were broken into 
quintiles* (equal intervals of 20 percent). 
If a category is greater than 20 percent, 
there are more charter schools in that 
category than non-charters. Less than 20 
percent indicates fewer charters in that 
category than non-charters. 


n = the number of charter schools with the 
data necessary to be included in this ranking 

The vast majority of California public schools 
are non-charter schools, so their data will 
fall close to the 20 percent intervals. 

^except for the Teacher Qualification Index 



1 





2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 non-charter 2008-09 public schools 

n= 414 n= 479 n= 552 n= 643 n= 744 n= 9110 
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THE REPORT 

ACROSS CALIFORNIA 



Financial Resources 
and Investment 


Reserves Ratios 

Charter Schools, 2003 - 2009 


% in each 
score range 


100 


80 


60 


40 


20 





I I I I I I I 





2003-04 

2004-05 




n= 182 

n= 213 


.75 or more 

■ 

2.20 

2.35 

Score 

.50 to .75 

■ 

3.85 

2.82 

Ranges 

.25 to .50 

■ 

20.88 

21.60 


Less than .25 

■ 

73.08 

73.24 


2005-06 

2006-07 

2007-08 

2008-09 

n= 259 

n= 286 

n= 327 

n= 364 


2.70 

4.20 

4.89 

6.59 

5.79 

6.99 

7.65 

9.89 

19.69 

24.48 

23.85 

25.55 

71.81 

64.34 

63.61 

57.97 


highlights 

Definition The Reserves Ratios Index is the ratio of reserve fund balances to total expenditures. This measures 
the portion of total expenditures that a school has saved in reserves, and therefore reflects the ability 
to weather future costs even if revenue is deficient. The Reserves Ratios Index is reported as a ratio 
instead of a ranking, and is not compared to non-charter schools. 

Trends There has been a clear trend over the last six years that charter schools have been able to place a 
higher percentage of their operating costs into their reserve fund balances, thus making them more 
financially secure. Still, about 58% of charter schools have reserved less than 25% of their total 
expenditures; about 7% of charter schools have reserved more than 75% in fund balances. 
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Financial Resources 
and Investment 


Liquidity Ratios 

Charter Schools, 2003 - 2009 


% in each 
score range 





2003-04 

2004-05 

2005-06 

2006-07 

2007-08 

2008-09 



n= 173 

n= 205 

n= 252 

n= 276 

n= 318 

n= 350 


3.0 or more ■ 

28.32 

30.24 

34.13 

38.77 

39.94 

43.91 

Score 

2.0 to 3.0 ■ 

15.61 

20.00 

15.48 

13.77 

16.04 

14.45 

Ranges 

1.0 to 2.0 ■ 

44.51 

33.17 

35.32 

36.23 

35.85 

33.71 


Less than 1.0 ■ 

11.56 

16.59 

15.08 

11.23 

8.18 

7.93 


highlights 

Definition The Liquidity Ratios Index is the ratio of a school's assets to its liabilities. This reflects the school's 
ability to pay off its short-term debts, as well as the ability to raise additional capital, either through 
selling off or borrowing against its assets. A school with a high liquidity ratio is more financially stable. 
The Liquidity Ratios Index is reported as a ratio instead of a ranking, and is not compared to 
non-charter schools. 

Trends Charter schools continue to increase their financial stability on this measure: 44% of charter schools 
now have three times more assets than liabilities, compared to just 28% six years ago. 
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Direct Classroom Investment 

Charter Schools, 2003 - 2009 


% in each 
score range 


100 


80 


60 


40 


20 


0 





2003-04 

2004-05 

2005-06 

2006-07 

2007-08 

2008-09 



n= 183 

n= 213 

n= 259 

n= 285 

n= 327 

n= 364 


.70 or more ■ 

12.02 

15.49 

11.97 

11.93 

9.48 

5.49 

Score 

.60 to .70 ■ 

25.68 

29.58 

26.25 

20.70 

20.49 

20.33 

Ranges 

.50 to .60 ■ 

31.69 

31.46 

35.52 

35.79 

41.90 

36.54 


Less than .50 ■ 

30.60 

23.47 

26.25 

31.58 

28.13 

37.64 


highlights 

Definition The Direct Classroom Investment Index is the ratio of classroom investment to total revenues. 

Classroom investments include such expenditures as teacher salaries and benefits, textbooks, and 
curriculum. The Direct Classroom Investment Index is reported as a ratio instead of a ranking, and is 
not compared to non-charter schools. 

Trends The proportion of total revenues that schools spend directly in the classroom has decreased over the 
last six years, as charter schools add non-classroom resources into their programs. In 2003-04, 69% of 
charter schools spent more than half of their revenues on classroom-related expenses, compared to 
62% of charter schools in 2008-09. 
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School Quality 


Staffing Resources 

Charter Schools, 2004 - 2009 


% in each 
score range 


Score 

Ranges 


100 


80 


60 


40 


20 








I 


I 



2004-05 

2005-06 

2006-07 

2007-08 

2008-09 

non-charter 2008-09 public schools 


n= 414 

n= 479 

n= 552 

n= 643 

n= 744 

n= 9110 

9-10 ■ 

29.0 

30.7 

28.2 

28.5 

29.4 

19.2 

7-8 ■ 

22.2 

24.6 

24.7 

25.5 

23.3 

19.7 

5-6 ■ 

14.2 

15.0 

16.8 

14.3 

17.3 

20.2 

3-4 ■ 

11.3 

9.4 

12.3 

13.2 

11.7 

20.7 

1-2 ■ 

23.1 

20.2 

18.0 

18.5 

18.3 

20.1 


highlights 

Definition The Staffing Resources Index reflects the amount of certificated staff at a school, using a combination 
of two ratios: full-time-equivalent teacher/student and full-time-equivalent pupil-services staff and 
administrators/student. Certificated staff includes all positions requiring a professional credential, such 
as teachers, counselors and administrators. 

Trends Over the past five years, charter schools have consistently received higher rankings on the Staffing 
Resources Index than their non-charter school counterparts, reflecting higher staff to student ratios. 
Charter schools have slightly more students per teacher and pupil-services staff, but significantly lower 
ratios of administrators to students, possibly because charter schools have lower enrollments - 
averaging 382 students - than non-charter public schools. (See Snapshot data on page 1 8.) 
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School Quality 


Teacher Qualification 

Charter Schools, 2004 - 2009 


% in each 
score range 


Score 

Ranges 




2004-05 

2005-06 

2006-07 

2007-08 

2008-09 

non-charter 2008-09 


n= 432 

n= 495 

n= 560 

n= 664 

n= 740 

n= 9095 

9-10 ■ 

28.5 

29.1 

31.3 

33.1 

38.5 

68.4 

7-8 ■ 

18.5 

20.2 

21.8 

22.4 

21.5 

19.6 

5-6 ■ 

10.6 

10.7 

10.2 

10.7 

8.9 

6.0 

3-4 ■ 

7.9 

9.9 

12.0 

10.1 

10.9 

2.7 

1-2 ■ 

34.5 

30.1 

24.8 

23.6 

20.1 

3.3 


highlights 

Definition The Teacher Qualification Index is a measure of teacher quality that incorporates the percentage of 

underqualified teachers: teachers in their first or second year of teaching and teachers on emergency, 
intern or waiver credentials. This index is criterion referenced, meaninq that all scores can earn a score 
of 10. 

Trends The teacher pool in California charter schools has substantially higher proportions of credentialed and 
experienced teachers than it had five years ago. While almost 35% of charter schools were in the 
lowest category in 2004-2005, this has decreased to almost 20%. Non-charter public schools still have 
a much higher percentage of teachers with credentials and experience. More than 68% of non-charter 
public schools received the highest rank of 9-10 compared to 38% of charter schools. 
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School Quality 


English Learner Reclassification 

Charter Schools, 2004 - 2009 


% in each 
score range 


Score 

Ranges 



2004-05 

2005-06 

2006-07 

2007-08 

2008-09 

non-charter 2008-09 public schools 

n= 211 

n= 264 

n= 305 

n= 348 

n= 353 

n= 7356 

16.4 

22.7 

25.6 

26.9 

29.7 

19.5 

8.5 

10.5 

10.7 

10.7 

12.2 

20.3 

11.1 

11.6 

11.8 

9.7 

11.9 

20.7 

12.2 

13.8 

12.2 

11.4 

12.7 

20.0 

51.9 

41.4 

39.7 

41.4 

33.4 

19.5 


highlights 

Definition The English Learner Reclassification Index ranks schools on the percentage of English Learners (EL) 
students who are reclassified to fluent-English-proficient (FEP). Only schools which had at least 15 EL 
students in the previous year are included in this index. 

Trends Charter schools are making steady improvements in their reclassification rates of EL students. Charter 
schools in the lowest ranking fell from 52% in 2004-2005 to 33% in 2008-2009. Charter schools 
earning the highest ranking grew from 1 6% to almost 30% during the same five-year period. Overall, 
charter school performance on this index is approaching that of non-charter public schools, although 
charter school rankings continue to have a more variable distribution with greater proportions of 
schools within the highest and lowest categories. 
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API Composite 

Charter Schools, 2004 - 2009 


% in each 
score range 


Score 

Ranges 


100 


80 


60 


40 


20 








I 


1 



2004-05 

2005-06 

2006-07 

2007-08 

2008-09 

non-charter 2008-09 


n= 241 

n= 281 

n= 339 

n= 381 

n= 447 

n= 7173 

9-10 ■ 

19.5 

19.9 

23.3 

22.1 

19.0 

20.1 

7-8 ■ 

17.8 

19.6 

17.1 

15.5 

16.8 

20.2 

5-6 ■ 

17.8 

19.2 

15.9 

21.3 

17.9 

20.1 

3-4 ■ 

17.0 

17.8 

19.8 

17.1 

20.4 

20.0 

1-2 ■ 

27.8 

23.5 

23.9 

24.2 

26.0 

19.6 


highlights 

Definition The Academic Performance Index (API) measures a school's average student performance on 

statewide assessments across multiple content areas. The API Composite Index is a combination of 
several variables: API school rank, API similar-schools rank and API base score from the previous year. 

Trends Charter schools' API Composite scores have fluctuated over the last five years, but rankings from 
2008-2009 are similar to those received by charter schools in 2004-2005. A similar percentage of 
charter schools and non-charter public schools have received a 9 or 1 0, but the lowest category 
contains more charter schools than non-charter public schools. 
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School Performance 


Adequate Yearly Progress 

Charter Schools, 2004 - 2009 


% in each 
score range 


Score 

Ranges 


1 1 

1 1 

— — 



iiiiii 

H 


2004-05 

2005-06 

2006-07 

2007-08 

2008-09 

non-charter 2008-09 public schools 

n= 444 

n= 490 

n= 565 

n= 619 

n= 700 

n= 8173 

15.1 

16.5 

17.6 

19.4 

19.0 

20.1 

18.7 

18.9 

17.7 

18.9 

21.7 

19.9 

24.1 

17.6 

18.2 

23.3 

17.3 

20.2 

20.3 

24.3 

23.3 

18.2 

20.9 

19.9 

21.8 

22.6 

23.2 

20.2 

21.1 

19.9 


highlights 

Definition The Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) Index ranks schools on several components of AYP: whether they 
met AYP goals in math and English/language arts and the percentage of their students rated proficient 
or above in these areas. 

Trends Over the past five years, charter schools have experienced a slight increase in the proportion of 

schools earning the highest ranking for the AYP Index, moving from 1 5% to 1 9%. There is little change 
in the number of schools within the lowest two categories during this same time period. For the past 
two years, charter school rankings on the AYP Index have been in line with those of non-charter 
public schools, showing that they are meeting AYP goals at about the same rate as their 
non-charter counterparts. 
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School Performance 


Academic Momentum 

Charter Schools, 2004 - 2009 


% in each 
score range 


Score 

Ranges 


100 


80 


60 


40 


20 






I 


I 


u 1 

2004-05 

2005-06 

2006-07 

2007-08 

2008-09 

non-charter 2008-09 


n= 343 

n= 415 

n= 476 

n= 522 

n= 604 

n= 8093 

9-10 ■ 

34.7 

27.2 

24.8 

22.6 

25.0 

19.6 

7-8 ■ 

16.0 

15.4 

16.8 

15.6 

18.0 

20.2 

5-6 ■ 

15.5 

16.1 

15.1 

18.8 

18.2 

20.1 

3-4 ■ 

11.7 

16.1 

17.0 

18.2 

15.2 

20.4 

1-2 ■ 

22.2 

25.1 

26.3 

24.9 

23.5 

19.7 


highlights 

Definition The Academic Momentum Index measures changes in a school's student achievement over time, 
reflecting whether a school is improving, declining or consistent. It combines three measures of 
academic progress: annual change in the percentage of students proficient in math, annual change in 
the percentage of students proficient in English/language arts, and annual API growth. 

Trends Five years ago, charters outperformed non-charters on the Academic Momentum Index. However, 

since that time they have not done as well. The data for 2008-2009 do show an improvement over the 
previous year, and charter schools have slightly higher Academic Momentum rankings overall than 
non-charter public schools. This demonstrates that charter schools are generally making somewhat 
greater gains in student achievement as measured by standardized tests. 
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English/Language Arts Productivity 

Charter Schools, 2004 - 2009 


% in each 
score range 


Score 

Ranges 


100 


80 


60 


40 


20 


u 








I 


1 



2004-05 

2005-06 

2006-07 

2007-08 

2008-09 

non-charter 2008-09 


n= 363 

n= 417 

n= 482 

n= 555 

n= 630 

n= 8000 

9-10 ■ 

23.9 

25.6 

24.4 

24.3 

24.1 

19.7 

7-8 ■ 

23.1 

21.1 

22.2 

22.3 

20.2 

20.0 

5-6 ■ 

20.7 

17.1 

19.8 

16.9 

21.6 

19.8 

3-4 ■ 

12.9 

14.9 

13.6 

14.6 

14.9 

20.5 

1-2 ■ 

19.3 

21.4 

19.9 

21.8 

19.2 

20.0 


highlights 

Definition The English/Language Arts Productivity Index ranks schools on their student performance on standard- 
ized tests of English/language arts compared to schools within the same district and districts with 
similar per-pupil spending. 

Trends Over the past five years this trend has had no discernible change. Charter schools have consistently 
ranked higher than non-charter public schools in English/Language Arts Productivity, outperforming 
schools in their district and similar spending districts in English/language arts. 
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Math Productivity 

Charter Schools, 2004 - 2009 


% in each 
score range 



2004-05 

n= 362 


2005-06 

n= 417 


2006-07 

n= 481 


2007-08 

n= 555 


2008-09 

n= 629 


non-charter 2008-09 public schools 
n= 7992 



9-10 ■ 

12.7 

15.6 

15.8 

15.8 

16.9 

Score 

Ranges 

7-8 ■ 

16.0 

16.1 

15.2 

15.5 

15.4 

5-6 ■ 

16.9 

11.5 

15.2 

14.2 

14.9 

3-4 ■ 

19.3 

24.7 

20.8 

17.8 

20.2 


1-2 ■ 

35.1 

32.1 

33.0 

36.6 

32.6 


20.2 

20.4 

20.4 

20.0 

19.0 


highlights 

Definition The Math Productivity Index ranks schools based upon math standardized test performance, 

comparing charter schools to non-charter schools within the same district and districts with similar 
per-pupil spending. 

Trends There is a slight increase in the number of charter schools earning the highest ranking (9 or 1 0) over 
the past five years. Charter schools continue to rank lower than non-charter public schools in Math 
Productivity; nearly 33% earned the lowest ranking. 
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School Productivity 

Charter Schools, 2004 - 2009 


% in each 
score range 


Score 

Ranges 




2004-05 

2005-06 

2006-07 

2007-08 

2008-09 

non-charter 2008-09 public schools 


n= 297 

n= 362 

n= 427 

n= 486 

n= 562 

n= 8070 

9-10 ■ 

20.2 

18.8 

21.3 

20.5 

19.0 

20.0 

7-8 ■ 

17.9 

17.1 

16.4 

18.3 

17.6 

20.2 

5-6 ■ 

18.9 

21.6 

20.8 

15.8 

15.7 

20.3 

3-4 ■ 

18.9 

18.5 

15.7 

20.2 

20.8 

19.9 

1-2 ■ 

24.3 

24.0 

25.8 

25.1 

26.9 

19.5 


highlights 

Definition The School Productivity Index ranks schools based upon their API scores, comparing schools to 

non-charter public schools within the same district and districts with similar per-pupil spending. The 
API uses standardized tests to assess schools on various subject areas. 

Trends The proportion of charter schools within the top two categories of School Productivity has remained 
relatively consistent over the last five years. The charter schools in the lowest two categories, 
rankings of 1-2 or 3-4, have slightly increased from approximately 43% in 2004-2005 to almost 48% in 
2008-2009. Charter schools that perform well compared to schools within their district and similar 
spending districts are doing so in similar proportions. However, more charter schools earn the lowest 
rankings for this index compared to their non-charter counterparts. 
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Snapshot 

California Charter Schools, 2008-2009 

charter schools in operation = 746 


School 


averages charter 


School Size 

382.4 

Type 

Class Size 

22.7 




Year 

Students / Computer 

7.4 / 1 

Chartered 


■ New Start 83.7 

■ Conversion 16.3 

i 1 i 

0 50 100 % 




■ Number of Schools 


Staff 

averages 

Students / Teacher 21.0/1 
Students /Admin 247.8/1 
Students / Staff* 516.8/1 


Students 


percentages 


Male 

50.1 

Female 

49.9 

Free/Reduced Lunch 

49.6 

English Learner 

20.9 


School 

Type 


Ethnicity 


Ethnicity 


Parent 

Education 






Type 

% 

■ K-12 

17.0 

■ High 

30.7 

■ Middle 

10.4 

D Elementary 

40.9 

■ Non-traditional 

1.1 


Group 

% 

■ African American 

6.2 

■ American Indian 

0.6 

■ Asian 

4.8 

E Filipino 

1.4 

B Hispanic 

15.1 

B Pacific Islander 

0.3 

B White 

67.5 

B Multiracial 

4.0 


Group 

% 

B African American 

13.9 

B American Indian 

1.5 

B Asian 

3.6 

B Filipino 

1.2 

■ Hispanic 

40.1 

B Pacific Islander 

0.6 

B White 

34.7 

B Multiracial 

4.5 


Level 

% 

B Graduate School 

12.2 

B College Grad 

19.8 

B Some College 

25.5 

B High School Grad 

23.1 

B Did Not Graduate 

18.3 

High School 



*pupil-services staff member 
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Snapshot Highlights 

California Charter, Non-Charter Public Schools Compared 



2008-2009 

School Size 

Charter schools are smaller schools compared to non-charter schools. Charters have 
an average enrollment of 382.4 students and non-charter public schools have an 
average enrollment of 650.4 students. 

Class Size 

Charter schools and non-charter public schools have similar overall average class 
sizes; charter schools average class size is 22.7 students compared to 23.2 students 
for non-charter schools. 

Staff Averages 

On average, charter schools have slightly higher student-to-teacher ratios: 21 students 
per teacher for charter schools, 20.1 students per teacher for non-charter schools. 

Charter schools also have higher student-to-pupil services ratios (516.8 for charters, 

458.8 for non-charters). However, charter schools have significantly fewer students 
per administrator than non-charter public schools: 247.8 students per administrator for 
charter schools, 458.3 students per administrator for non-charter schools. 

Staff Ethnicity 

Charter schools have greater percentages of their staff who identify themselves as 
multiracial or African American. For charter schools, 4.0 percent of their staff is 
multiracial and 6.2 percent is African American, versus 1 .4 percent multiracial staff 
and 4.1 percent African-American staff in non-charter schools. Charter schools 
employ a smaller portion of staff who are white: 67.5 percent versus 72.6 percent. 

Free/Reduced 

Lunch 

Charter schools enroll fewer students from low-income families: 49.6 percent of 
charter school students are eligible for free and reduced lunch, while 55.8 percent of 
students in non-charter public schools are eligible. 

English Learner 

Charter schools have lower percentages of their student population classified as 

English Learners. Approximately 20.9 percent of charter school students are labeled 

English Learners versus 27.1 percent of non-charter students. 

Student Ethnicity 

The ethnic makeup of charter schools varies from non-charters. Charter schools enroll 
almost twice as many African-American students than do non-charters (13.9 percent 
of charter school enrollment versus 7 percent at non-charter schools). Charter 
schools enroll lower percentages of Asian students (3.6 percent versus 7.1 percent at 
non-charters) and Hispanic students (40.1 percent versus 46.1 percent at 
non-charters) and higher percentages of white students (34.7 percent versus 31 .4 
percent at non-charters). 

Parent Education 

Parents of charter school students have received more formal education than have 
parents of non-charter public school students. More than 57 percent of parents of 
charter school students have completed at least some college and 1 2.2 percent have 
completed graduate school. For non-charter school students, 51 .2 percent of parents 
have completed some college and 10.3 percent have earned a graduate degree. 
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Understanding the Tables 


individual charter school scores 


The tables on pages 23 to 44 show scores for individual charter schools, organized alphabetically by county. 



Alameda County 

Achieve Academy 

0.36 

2.36 

0.51 

2 

7 

7 

4 

7 

10 

4 

7 

5 

Alameda Community Learning Center 




1 

6 


10 

8 

1 

9 

6 

9 

American Indian Public Charter School 

1.03 

21.33 

0.32 

10 

1 


10 

10 

5 

10 

10 

10 

American Indian Public Charter School II 

0.78 

7.58 

0.25 

10 

1 



10 

7 

9 

9 

10 

American Indian Public High School 

0.95 

6.52 

0.26 

6 

1 



10 

7 

10 

10 

10 

ARISE High School 

-0.02 

0.92 

0.52 

9 

4 

1 


1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Bay Area School of Enterprise 

0.12 

* 

0.48 

7 

1 



1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Bay Area Technology School 

0.05 

* 

0.58 

10 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

2 

2 

2 


The colors represent the 
categories found in the 
charts on pages 6-17. 

A blank cell denotes 
insufficient data. 



Reserves 

Ratios 

Liquidity 

Ratios 

Direct Classroom 
Investment 

All Others 

9-10 

.75 or more 

3.0 or more 

■ .70 or more 

7-8 

.50 to .75 

2.0 to 3.0 

.60 to .70 

5-6 

.25 to .50 

1.0 to 2.0 

.50 to .60 

3-4 

■ less than .25 

■ less than 1.0 

■ less than .50 

■ 1-2 


Charter schools included in this report were identified as 'Active' for the 2008-2009 school year by the CDE 
Charter School Division. Of those, only charter schools with data are included in this section. 

CDE data were used in these calculations. For additional information on rankings and sources used, see 
Appendices B and C. 

A cell with an asterisk (*) had a financial ratio which exceeded the expected range for this indicator, possibly 
due to incorrect or missing data reported within the SACS or Alternative Form data sets. 
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American Indian Public Charter School 
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American Indian Public High School 

0.95 

6.52 

0.26 

6 

1 



10 

7 

10 

10 

10 

ARISE High School 
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Oakland Charter High School 
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Oakland Military Institute College Preparatory Academy 
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Contra Costa County 

Antioch Charter Academy 
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Eagle Peak Montessori School 
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El Dorado County 
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West Park Charter Academy 
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Freshwater Charter Middle School 
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Lake County 

Lake County International Charter School 
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Diamond Mountain Charter High School 
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Ravendale-Termo Charter School 
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Desert Sands Charter High School 
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Mono County 

Mammoth Olympic Academy for Academic Excellence 
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Delta Charter School 
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Discovery Charter School 
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Peabody Charter School 
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Santa Cruz County 

Academic/Vocational Charter Institute 
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Alianza Charter School 
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Monarch Learning Center 
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Rocky Point Charter School 
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Dixon Montessori Charter School 




7 

7 

10 


7 

10 

4 

7 

1 

Elise P. Buckingham Charter Magnet High School 




5 

5 


9 

10 

7 

10 

9 

7 

Fairmont Charter School 




6 

10 

7 

3 

4 

7 

2 

2 

3 

Mare Island Technology Academy 

0.22 

2.16 

0.48 

1 

1 

10 

3 

1 

3 

5 

1 

4 

MIT Academy 

0.31 

2.76 

0.52 

4 

2 


4 

7 

1 

8 

5 

4 

Vallejo Charter School 




5 

5 

10 

3 

5 

9 

7 

9 

7 


report design - www.integraphicsdesign.com 


Charter Schools Indicators - USC - 41 


Charter School Scores 


grouped by county 




V' 






>y 






^ ^ ^ vsO' 


\V 


■r ^ ^ csf 


p" - ' c.<& *is^ cp 


Sonoma County 

Abraxis Charter School 
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Arts & Ethics Academy Charter School 
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Hickman Elementary 
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10 

8 

10 

8 

8 

Gold Rush Charter School 

0.16 

4.67 

0.64 

9 

10 



3 

3 

5 

2 

3 
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Charter School Scores 
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Ventura County 

Camarillo Academy of Progressive Education 

0.30 

5.64 

0.55 

2 

8 


10 

10 

5 

10 

10 

10 

Golden Valley Charter School 

0.42 

5.44 

0.50 

5 

10 


5 

5 

5 

7 

2 

5 

Somis Academy Charter High School 




9 

10 


2 

5 

2 

4 

1 

2 

University Charter Middle School at CSU Channel Islands 

0.09 

1.37 

0.44 

4 

10 

1 

5 

3 

3 

5 

1 

3 

University Preparation School at CSU Channel Islands 

0.22 

1.85 

0.39 

6 

10 

1 

4 

5 

8 

3 

6 

3 

Valley Oak Charter 

0.54 

2.34 

0.46 

1 

9 



7 

1 

7 

3 

7 

Ventura Charter School of Arts & Global Education 

0.33 

3.74 

0.59 

9 

7 


5 

7 

7 




Vista Real Charter High School 

0.22 

2.65 

0.50 

1 

4 

9 


3 

9 




Yolo County 

West Sacramento Early College Prep Charter School 

0.64 

3.43 

0.33 

1 

4 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Yuba County 

Academy for Career Education Charter School 




7 

1 




1 



2 

Camptonville Academy 

0.41 

4.82 

0.57 

8 

6 


3 

7 

9 

7 

4 

4 

Marysville Charter Academy for the Arts 




1 

8 


6 

5 

2 

9 

3 

8 

New Day Charter Academy 




9 

7 



3 


2 

1 


Plumas Lake Charter 




9 

10 







1 

Wheatland Charter Academy 




1 

8 



8 

10 

8 

7 

5 

YESCA/Yuba Environmental Science Charter Academy 




9 

7 



7 


7 

6 


Yuba County Career Preparatory Charter 




8 

10 

4 

1 

1 

1 
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APPENDICES 

AND FINAL CREDITS 



Appendix A 

data sources and terms 


Academic Performance Index (API) 

The API measures the academic performance and growth of public schools in California based 
on a variety of tests and establishes a statewide ranking of schools according to those scores. 
Most schools have an API, an overall state ranking, a ranking in comparison to 100 similar 
schools, and growth targets for the following year. 

Further information can be found at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ap/ 

Accountability Progress Report (APR) 

The APR provides information on state API results, federal AYP results and federal program 
improvement information. 

Further information can be found at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ar/index.asp 

Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) 

A goal of the 2001 federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) is to require schools and districts to 
measure and report students' annual progress toward proficiency in English/language arts and 
mathematics. Progress is based on whether the school or district has met its Annual Measur- 
able Objectives, demonstrated 95 percent participation on standardized tests, achieved its 
target on the API and, for high schools, met target graduation rates. 

Further information can be found at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ay/ 

Charter School Alternative Form Data 

California Education Code began requiring charter school financial reporting during fiscal year 
2003-2004. Charter schools can choose to use the Charter School Alternative Form. Charter 
schools that do not report in the Standardized Account Code Structure format must use the 
Alternative Form. 

Further information can be found at http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/sf/fr/csalternative.asp 

California Basic Educational Data System (CBEDS) 

CBEDS contains information that the California Department of Education collects each October 
from school districts, schools and certificated staff. The CBEDS data include staffing information 
and student characteristics collected on three forms: the School Information Form, the Profes- 
sional Assignment Information Form and the County/District Information Form. 

Further information can be found at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sd/cb/ 

Data Quest 

DataQuest is a database developed and maintained by the Department of Education that pro- 
vides reports about California's schools and school districts. It contains a variety of information 
including school performance indicators; student and staff demographics; expulsion, suspen- 
sion, and truancy data; and a variety of test results. 

Further information can be found at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sd/cb/dataquest.asp 
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Appendix A 

data sources and terms 


Language Census (R30-LC) 

This census collects data on students with non-English-language backgrounds and includes information 
regarding English learner (EL) and fluent-English-proficient (FEP) students. 

Further information can be found at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sd/lc/ 

Professional Assignment Information Form (PAIF) 

PAIF data are collected annually from California teachers and concern the qualifications, 
demographics and teaching assignments for teachers in California's public schools. 

Further information can be found at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ss/cb/filespaif.asp 

School Accountability Report Card (SARC) 

California state law requires all public schools receiving state funding to prepare a SARC. The 
SARC is intended to provide the public with important information about individual public schools, 
including school mission and progress towards goals; academic and demographic data; school 
safety and climate for learning; teacher and staff information; and fiscal and expenditure data. 
Although charter schools are required to prepare a SARC as a condition of receiving state funds, 
they are not required to comply with various SARC content and distribution requirements con- 
tained in the California Education Code. 

Further information can be found at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/sa/ 

School Information Form (SIF) 

The SIF is used to collect data specific to schools on the number of classified staff, school enroll- 
ment, high school graduates, enrollment in selected high school courses, career-technical educa- 
tion enrollment, dropouts, alternative education, technology, education calendars and No Child 
Left Behind reporting requirements. 

Further information can be found at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sd/cb/studentdatafiles.asp 

Standardized Account Code Structure (SACS) 

The SACS is a uniform and comprehensive chart of accounts for classifying the financial activities 
of California local school districts and county offices of education. Phase-in began in 1 997-1 998; 
by 2003-2004, all local educational agencies (LEAs) reported in SACS. 

Further information can be found at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/fd/fd/ 

Teacher Qualification Index (TQI) 

The TQI is a standardized rating system that shows the credential status and experience level of 
teachers at public K-1 2 schools in California. Schools receive a rating from 1 to 1 0 based on the 
percentage of teachers at the school who are formally qualified. Schools with higher percentages 
of underqualified teachers have lower TQI ratings. Ken Futernick, a former professor at California 
State University, Sacramento, developed this measure. 

Further information can be found at http://www.edfordemocracy.org/ 
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Appendix B 


creating CSI-USC 


The following section describes the measures we used to assess the performance of charter schools 
in California. It explains what data we used and how we calculated values for each of the 12 indices. 

Financial Resources and Investment 


Reserves Ratios Index 

The Reserves Ratios Index is the ratio of reserve fund balances to total expenditures. This mea- 
sure of charter school financial stability counts available funds to cover unexpected costs or to 
compensate if future revenues are less than expected. 

Liquidity Ratios Index 

The Liquidity Ratios Index, which measures assets to liabilities, is a measure of a charter school's 
financial health. It indicates a school's ability to meet its liabilities as covered by its assets. A 
school with a high liquidity ratio is better able to raise additional capital, either through selling off 
or borrowing against its assets. 

Direct Classroom Investment Index 

The Direct Classroom Investment Index is the ratio of classroom investment to total revenues. 
Classroom investments include such expenditures as teacher salaries and benefits, textbooks and 
curriculum. 


School Quality 


Staffing Resources Index 

The Staffing Resources Index ranks schools on the percentage of certificated staff, using a 
combination of two ratios: full-time-equivalent teachers/student and FTE pupil-services staff and 
administrators/student. Certificated staff includes all positions requiring a professional credential, 
such as teachers, counselors and administrators. 

Teacher Qualification Index 

The Teacher Qualification Index measures teacher quality based on credentials and experience. 
Each school begins with a score of 10; this is lowered if any of its teachers possess an emergen- 
cy, intern or waiver credential or if 20 or more percent of its teaching staff is first- or second-year 
teachers. As this indicator is criterion-referenced, it is possible for all schools to receive a ranking 
of 10. 

English Learner Reclassification Index 

The English Learner Reclassification Index represents the frequency with which a school transi- 
tions students from English Learner (EL) to fluent-English-proficient (FEP). 
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Appendix B 


creating CSI-USC 


School Performance 


API Composite Index 

The API Composite Index summarizes school performance on various statewide standardized 
tests that cover a variety of academic subjects. This index combines API school rank, API similar 
schools rank and API base score from the previous year. 

Adequate Yearly Progress Index 

Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) Index rankings include whether schools met AYP goals in math 
and English/language arts and the percentage of students rated as proficient or above in these 
subject areas. 

Academic Momentum Index 

The Academic Momentum Index combines three measures of academic progress: annual change 
in the percentage of students proficient in math, annual change in the percentage of students 
proficient in English/language arts, and annual API growth. It measures changes in a school's 
student achievement overtime. 

Academic Productivity 


English/Language Arts Productivity Index 

The English/Language Arts Productivity Index measures academic achievement on standardized 
tests of English/language arts as compared to non-charter schools within the same district and 
districts with similar per-pupil spending. 

Math Productivity Index 

The Math Productivity Index measures how well a charter school performs on math standardized 
tests compared to non-charter schools within the same district and districts with similar per- 
pupil spending. 

School Productivity Index 

School Productivity Index rankings compare a school's API scores to those of schools within 
their district and similarly funded districts. The API rates school performance in a variety of 
subject areas. 
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Appendix C 


index and data sources 


Reserves Ratios Index http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/fd/fd/ 


data 

• Reserves ratio 

data 

• Charter School Alternative Form Unaudited 

elements 

(Fund Balance/Revenues) 

sources 

Actual Data Sets: 2003-04, 2004-05, 2005- 
06, 2006-07, 2007-08, 2008-09 




• SACS Unaudited Actual Data: 2003-04, 




2004-05, 2005-06, 2006-07, 2007-08, 

2008-09 

Liquidity Ratios Index 


http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/fd/fd/ 

data 

• Liquidity ratio 

data 

• Charter School Alternative Form Unaudited 

elements 

(Assets/liabilities) 

sources 

Actual Data Sets: 2003-04, 2004-05, 

2005-06, 2006-07, 2007-08, 2008-09 




• SACS Unaudited Actual Data: 2003-04, 




2004-05, 2005-06, 2006-07, 2007-08, 

2008-09 

Direct Classroom Investment 


http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/fd/fd/ 


data Total expenditures on: data 

elements . Teachers' salary sources 

• Certified pupil support salaries 

• Instructional aides' salaries 

• Non-certified support salaries 

• Approved textbooks and core 
curriculum materials 

• Books and other reference 
materials 

• Materials and supplies 

• Tuition to other schools 

• State teachers' retirement system 

• Public employees' retirement 
system 

• OASDI/Medicare/Alternative 

• Health and welfare benefits 

• Unemployment insurance 

• Workers' compensation insurance 

• Retiree benefits 

• PERS reduction (for revenue limit 
funded schools) 

• Other employee benefits 


• Charter School Alternative Form Unaudited 
Actual Data Sets: 2003-04, 2004-05, 
2005-06, 2006-07, 2007-08, 2008-09 

• SACS Unaudited Actual Data: 2003-04, 
2004-05, 2005-06, 2006-07, 2007-08, 
2008-09 
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Appendix C 


index and data sources 


Staffing Resources Index 


multiple sites, see below 


data 

elements 


FTE Pupil Services and 

FTE Administrators/student ratios 

FTE Teacher/student ratios 


data • CBEDS Professional Assignment 
sources Information Form (PAIF): assign04.exe, 
assign05.dbf, assign06.dbf, assign07.dbf 

• CBEDS Certificated Staff Profile: prcert08.txt 

• SARC: 2004-05*, 2005-06, 2006-07, 
2007-08 


*no longer available for download from 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/sa/ 


sites http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ss/cb/filespaif.asp 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ss/cb/filescertstaff.asp 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/sa/ 


Teacher Qualification Index 


multiple sites, see below 


data Number of: 
elements . y eac h ers 

• Beginning teachers 

• Pre-interns 

• Emergency permits 

• Waivers 


data • CBEDS Professional Assignment 
sources Information Form (PAIF): paif04.exe, paif05. 
exe, paif06.dbf, paif.07.dbf, tchcrd08.txt 


sites http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ss/cb/filestchcrd.asp 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ss/cb/filespaif.asp 


English Learner 

Reclassification multiple sites, see below 


data • Number of EL in previous years 
elements • Number of EL reclassified 
• Percent reclassified 


data • Language Census (R30-LC): Ic05p2_4, 
sources Ic06p2_4, Ic07p2_4 and Ic08p2_4 

• DataQuest search: 2008-2009 


sites http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sd/lc/fileslcp234.asp 

http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/AltPage2.asp?cSubject=LC 
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index and data sources 


API Composite Index http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ap/apidatafiles.asp 


data 

• API school rank 

data 

• Base API - Data File (DBF): 2004, 2005, 

elements 

• API similar schools rank 

• API base score 

sources 

2006, 2007, 2008 

Adequate Yearly 



Progress Index 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ay/aypdatafiles.asp 

data 

• Met overall AYP for 

data 

• AYP - Data File (DBF): 2005, 2006, 2007, 

elements 

English/Language Arts (yes or no) 

• AYP English/Language Arts 

sources 

2008, 2009 


Achievement (% proficient 
or above) 




• Met overall AYP for Math 
(yes or no) 

• AYP Math Achievement 




(% proficient or above) 



Academic Momentum Index 


multiple sites, see below 

data 

• English/Language Arts 

data 

• SARC: 2004-05*, 2005-06, 2006-07, 

elements 

Performance 

sources 

2007-08, 2008-09 


• Math Performance 

• API Growth 


• Growth API - Data File (DBF): 2005, 2006, 
2007, 2008, 2009 


sites http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/sa/ 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ap/apidatafiles.asp 
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Appendix C 

index and data sources 


English/Language Arts 

Productivity Index multiple sites, see below 


data 

elements 

• Percent proficient in 
English/language arts 

• Expenditures per ADA 

data • AYP - Data File (DBF): 2005, 2006, 2007, 
sources 2008, 2009 

• Current Cost of Education: 2004-05, 

2005-06, 2006-07, 2007-08, 2008-09 

sites 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ay/aypdatafiles.asp 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/fd/ec/ 

Math Productivity Index 

multiple sites, see below 

data 

elements 

• Percent proficient in math 

• Expenditures per ADA 

data • AYP - Data File (DBF): 2005, 2006, 2007, 
sources 2008, 2009 

• Current Cost of Education: 2004-05, 

2005-06, 2006-07, 2007-08, 2008-09 

sites 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ay/aypdatafiles.asp 
http ://www. cd e . ca . go v/ds/f d/ ec/ 

School Productivity Index 

multiple sites, see below 

data 

elements 

• API Base 

• Expenditures per ADA 

data • Base API - Data File (DBF): 2004, 2005, 
sources 2006, 2007, 2008 


• Current Cost of Education: 2004-05, 
2005-06, 2006-07, 2007-08, 2008-09 


sites http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ap/apidatafiles.asp 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/fd/ec/ 
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Appendix C 


index and data sources 


Snapshot: California Charter Schools, 2007 - 2008 multiple sites, see below 


data • Average class size for core 
elements academic subjects 

• Students per computer 

• School type 

• Certificated staff averages 
and ethnicity 

• Student ethnicity and gender 

• Students on free or reduced lunch 

• English learners 

• Parent education 


data • CBEDS Certificated Staff Profile 
sources • CBEDS-OPUS Data about Schools 
and Districts 

• CBEDS SIF - enrollment by school 

• Correspondence with CDE charter 
school division staff (5/7/10) 

• Public school database 

• Dataquest Search: Course Enrollment, 
English Learners, Public Schools, 

Total Enrollment 

• Growth Academic Performance Index (API) 


sites http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/si/ds/pubschls.asp 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ap/apidatafiles.asp 
http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/AltPage2.asp?cSubject=LC 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ss/cb/filescertstaff.asp 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sd/cb/filescbedsopusb.asp 
http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/content.asp 
http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/AltPage2.asp?cSubject=Course 
http://dq.cde.ca.gov/DataQuest/downloads/sifenr.asp (SIF) 
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About CSI-USC 

In its fourth annual report, CSI-USC has built upon its foundation of national research and 
analysis. This year's report, which like last year's includes information on individual charter 
schools, is accompanied by CSI-USC Interactive, our online searchable database. CSI-USC 
Interactive allows users to compare the performance of individual charter schools over time 
or the performance of groups of charter schools. 

Prior to the year of work that went into CSI-USC 2010 and CSI-USC Interactive, the 
research team conducted a series of focus groups with charter school operators, 
authorizers and charter school support organizations to better understand the value and 
utility of multiple measures of performance. 

CSI-USC is just one project among the Center on Educational Governance's commitment to 
research on the quality, accountability and sustainability of charter schools. 

CEG's director, Priscilla Wohlstetter, Ph.D., serves as Co-Principal Investigator on the U.S. 
Department of Education's five-year national evaluation of charter schools and the federal 
Charter Schools Program. CEG has also developed and produced stakeholder satisfaction 
surveys for parents, students and staff; as well as guidebooks on charter school partner- 
ships, parent involvement, and the scale-up of Charter Management Organizations. 

For information on our research, staff, products and services, consult the Center on 
Educational Governance web site: http://www.usc.edu/cegov/ 


The CSI-USC Research Team 

Guilbert C. Hentschke, Ph.D. 
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Editor: Elaine Beebe 

Founding researchers: Richard S. Brown, Ph.D.; Sunny Liu 


report design - www.integraphicsdesign.com 


Charter Schools Indicators - USC - 56 


use 

ROSSIER 
SCHOOL OF 
EDUCATION 


The Center on Educational Governance (CEG), located at the University of Southern California, 
focuses on the linkages between policy, governance, and the improvement of urban schools 
and the systems within which they operate. CEG researchers use an interdisciplinary approach 
to study current policy solutions to the educational issues posed by diverse urban communities 
- locally, nationally and globally. The main activities of the center are: ( 1 ) engaging in rigorous 
quantitative and qualitative research studies of policy problems; (2) building a knowledge base 
to provide researchers, educators, parents and policymakers with new tools and strategies for 
improvement; and (3) working in partnership with educators and policymakers to use research 
to improve policy and practice. Project highlights include studies of school networks, public- 
private partnerships, urban school district reform, and accountability, governance and 
leadership in charter schools. 
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